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The military and political conflicts and contradictions among the peoples of the
Mediterranean have led to military confrontations which left indelible traces on the
world map and shaped the history of our civilization. The well known wars of Greek
antiquity, such as the Trojan, the Persian and others have not only preoccupied
ancient and modern historians, but have also created the necessary basis for
devising a multitude of mythological narratives concerning the achievements of the
gods involved in these clashes. Gods such as Ares, Athena, Zeus, Pan, Artemis,
Phobos and Nike, despite their contrasting features, dominated local or nationwide
controversies by giving a different dimension to human skirmishes. If in this context
we were to add the sovereignty struggles between the forces of the divine world,
e.g. described in Hesiod's Theogony or the myths of the Eastern peoples (Gilgamesh
Enkidu, Ishtar, Zamba, Anhur, Mithra, Vaal, etc.) or even the martial deities of the
Mycenaean or the Minoan period, then the scope is extended so as to cover a wide
range of examples which highlight concepts and practices that dominated the
mythical thought of the Mediterranean peoples from the creation of the world to
the Greece of the Hellenistic era.
These conflicts functioned simultaneously as a determining factor in devising strong
cohesive forces to avoid conflict and bring peace to both divine and human level.
Eunomia, Harmonia, Eirene and similar powerful deities of the East found their place
in the mythological narratives about restoring order and peace among the
Mediterranean peoples. A particularly important role is also played by those divine
forms which have served for centuries as a shelter to the tragic victims of wars and
hostilities.
The aim of the conference, which will be held on the island of Ikaria on 2 4
September 2016, is to illuminate and reinforce the strong peaceful bonds that exist
between the Mediterranean peoples, through the examination of myths that refer to
the gods of peace and war in the ancient world. A study of the most significant
examples, the portrayal of their main features, their role in the dominant wars, and
the array of peaceful processes that they have served, will form the groundwork for
understanding the mythological imagination of our people and bring closer those
living in the Mediterranean basin today. Scholars from Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel,
Lebanon, Italy and Spain will meet in an open dialogue that seeks to capture the way
the mythical thought has reflected on the fundamental human pendulum action,
that of war and peace.
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Gods of peace and war in the myths

of the Mediterranean peoples

2 4 2016

International Conference

Ikaria 2nd 4th September 2016

2 2016/ Friday 2 September 2016

18.00 �– 19.00 / Registration

19.00 �– 19.30 / Opening Session

19.30 �– 20.30 / Unveiling of Aristides

Phoutrides' bust

21.00 / Welcome dinner

3 / Saturday 3 September

/ Chair / Panagiotis CHATZIDAKIS

. / GODS OF PEACE

ANDWAR IN ANCIENT GREECE

9.30 �– 9.50 / Lucia ATHANASSAKI,

/ SINGING OF

AND TO PEACE ON THE ATHENIAN STAGE DURING THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR

9.50 �– 10.10 / Konstantinos SOUEREF, :

/ HESTIA: THE IMMOVABLE IDEA OF PEACE
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10.10 �– 10.30 / Athanassia ZOGRAFOU, :

/ ZEUS�’

ADVERSARIES: TITANOMACHY AND GIGANTOMACHY IN THE ANCIENT GREEK

THOUGHT

10.30 �– 11.00 / Discussion

11.00 �– 11.30 / Coffee Break

/ Chair / Konstantinos SOUEREF
11.30 �– 11.50 / Stella GEORGOUDI, .

, / H

. WOMEN, GODS ANDWAR IN ANCIENT GREEK TRADITIONS

11.50 �– 12.10 / Dimitra MITTA,

: / ABUSE OF DEAD BODIES IN THE ILIAD:

DIVINE PRESENCES AND ABSENCES

12.10 �– 12.30 / Eleni VASILEIOU,

/ THE DUAL NATURE OF ZEUS IN THE MOLOSSIAN

MYTHOLOGY

12.30 �– 12.50 / Menelaos CHRISTOPOULOS,

: , / THE

GOD OF WAR AND THE GODDESS OF LOVE: WAR, LOVE AND ADULTERY IN ARCHAIC

EPIC

12.50 �–13.30 / Discussion
13.30 �– 14.00 / Lunch

/ Sight seeing tour of Drakano

/ Dinner
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4 / Sunday 4 September

/ Chair / Georgios VASSILAROS

II. / GODS OF PEACE AND

WAR IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

9.30 �– 9.40 Saleh ZALLAD,

: « » / GODS OF WAR AND

PEACE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN MYTHOLOGY: THE FOUR MS OF DEITIES AND

RELIGION

9.40 �– 10.00 David BEN SHLOM ,

/ WAR AND PEACE MYTHS IN THE ANCIENT LEVANT

10.00 �– 10.20 / Giorgos PAPANTONIOU,

: / KYPROGENES

APHRODITE: BETWEEN POLITICAL POWER AND CULTURAL IDENTITY

10.20 �– 10.40 Alaaeldin M. SHAHEEN, Amen Rec:

/ AMEN REC: DEITY

OF WAR AND PEACE IN THE ARCHIVAL AND PICTORIAL EGYPTIAN SOURCES

10.40 �– 11.00 / Ariadne GARTZIOU TATTI, ,

/ GODS, OATHS AND PEACE TREATIES IN

THE ANCIENT WORLD

11.00 �– 11.30 / Discussion

11.30 �– 12.00 / Coffee Break

/ Chair /Ariadne GARTZIOU TATTI
12.00 �– 12.20 Laura AMBROSINI,

/ THE GODS OF WAR AND PEACE IN ETRURIA

12.20 �– 12.40 Michael LIPKA,

/ MARS AND OTHER GODS IN ROMAN YTHS OF WAR AND

PEACE

12.40 13.00 Basem L. RA�’AD, :

/ MYTHOLOGIES OF NATURE AND MYTHOLOGIES OF

POWER: ALTERNATIVE RECOGNITIONS
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13.10 �– 13.30 Alberto BERNABÉ, :

/ WAR AND PEACE:

FROM PERSONIFICATIONS IN THE MYTH TO COSMIC POWERS IN PHILOSOPHY

13.30 �– 14.00 / Discussion
14.00 �– 14.20 . , /

Concluding remarks. Ariadne GARTZIOU TATTI, Konstantinos SOUEREF

14.30 / Lunch

/ Sight seeing tour of Ikaria
/ Dinner
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Lucia ATHANASSAKI

UNIVERSITY OF CRETE

SINGING OF AND TO PEACE ON THE ATHENIAN STAGE DURING THE PELOPONNESIAN

WAR

In 421 BC Aristophanes enthusiastically welcomes the peace that Nicias signed with

the Spartans by staging the homonymous play in the Great Dionysia. Taking

Aristophanes�’ Peace as my starting point I shall attempt to reconstruct the portrait of

the goddess, as it is represented in the Athenian theatre throughout the

Peloponnesian War. In doing so I shall take into account the historical events that

affect both the dramatic compositions and the responses of the audiences which

they address.
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Konstantinos I. SOUEREF

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF IOANNINA

HESTIA: THE IMMOVABLE IDEA OF PEACE

Hestia is a goddess of the first Olympian generation. She was the eldest daughter of

the Titans Cronus and Rhea, sister of Hera and Zeus, according to the Theogony. In

Greek mythology Hestia is the virgin goddess of the family and life, a stable idealized

symbol of every form of habitation, of mortals in the houses, of Gods in the temples

and Mount Olympus, where she was immovable.

In earth, the �“eternal flame�” of the hearth of the public and private buildings refers

to the archetype of the fixed value and the eternal divine idea, over the passions, a

stable reference point for any self reflection at home, in the family asylum, in the

sacred and loyal of everyone.

In Mythology, Hestia constituted the object of desire of two Gods, who are in a

constant moving, the God of Light Apollo and the God of Sea Poseidon, but she

turned them down. She remained an eternal virgin under Zeus�’ protection, next to

Athena and Artemis, without getting involved to the cases of gods and humans.

Except of the public importance of Hestia in politics (i.e. the �“flame�” in Prytaneia)

every chased man, traveller, warrior, dreamt of returning to his country and his

family, to his mother, his wife and his children, who retained the burned flame of the

hearth.

Hestia does not actively participate in other myths. She remains adorable for her

virginity and the symbolism of peaceful life.
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Athanassia ZOGRAFOU

UNIVERSITY OF IOANNINA

ZEUS�’ ADVERSARIES: TITANOMACHY AND GIGANTOMACHY IN THE ANCIENT GREEK

THOUGHT

Competitions, fights and various alliances among superhuman beings leading to the

establishment of order under Zeus supremacy are to be found in Ancient Greek

literature from the earliest times, beginning with Homeric and Hesiodic poetry.

Moreover, the various traditions about god battles constitute a mythic theme which

occupies the Greek thought as far back as the Presocratic period. Who are the

mythic enemies of Zeus? Which is the role and meaning of the most famous mythic

armies opposed to the resourceful Cronos�’ son? How are Titans and Giants involved?
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ÉCOLE PRATIQUE DES HAUTES ÉTUDES UNITE DE RECHERCHE ANHIMA, PARIS
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Stella GEORGOUDI

ÉCOLE PRATIQUE DES HAUTES ÉTUDES UNITE DE RECHERCHE ANHIMA, PARIS

I O . WOMEN, GODS AND WAR IN ANCIENT GREEK

TRADITIONS

The following statement quoted by modern scholars: «marriage is for a girl, what

war is for a boy», over simplifies a complex �“reality�”, conceived by the moderns

either as historical or as imaginative. Nevertheless, there exist different narratives

about women who « accomplish collectively » acts of andreia, a virtue which also

characterizes « the half of the city » (that is women), even if this female andreia is

qualified by Aristotle as hupêretikê (for service). Have we to do here with an
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�“inversion of normality�”, as say many scholars? Who are these women prompted by

an « impulse and a divine courage » (hormê kai tolma daimonios)? What are their

ways of action in front of the enemy who threatens the city? Who are the gods or

goddesses associated with these women in some narratives? This paper returns to

this singular invasion of women into the sphere of the war; an invasion which, in

certain critical situations and through various means, ensures the victory of the

dêmos.

.

: )

, )

, )

)

.

Dimitra MITTA

CENTRE FOR THE GREEK LANGUAGE

ABUSE OF DEAD BODIES IN THE ILIAD. DIVINE PRESENCES AND ABSENCES

By this paper we attempt to investigate: a) the escalation of violence after the death

of Patroclus and Hector, b) the removal of ritual and institutionalized rules

concerning the treatment of the dead by their opponents, c) the emotional

fluctuations of the heroes involved and ethical liquidity and d) the dynamics of the

presence or absence of the gods.
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Eleni VASILEIOU

EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF IOANNINA

THE DUAL NATURE OF ZEUS IN THE MOLOSSIAN MYTHOLOGY

The cult of Zeus in Epirus was quite widespread. In the mythology of the Molossians,

the predominant epirotic tribe, Zeus had different instances and several key

jurisdictions, which are mainly identified by the alias of that suggested what people

believed and what God protected and looked after. The earliest cult of Zeus located

at Dodona, the political and religious center of Epirus, the only place where God

inhabits in earth. The known titles associated with the cult of Zeus there are:

Pelasgian, Anax (=King), Dodoneus, Tmarios, Naios and Figonaios. At the same time,

Areios Zeus was worshiped at the religious center of the Molossians and seat of the

royal house of Aiakides, Passaron, which until recently was believed to have been
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located in the acropolis of Megalo Gardiki. Zeus was worshipped there as the God of

War and as an overseer of jury promises.

This paper will explore the dual nature of Zeus, as described above, focusing on the

interrelation between iconographical, philological and mythological evidence, in the

two main molossian sanctuaries.

. ,

, ,

, ,

, .

8

7 . . ,

.

Menelaos CHRISTOPOULOS

UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS

THE GOD OF WAR AND THE GODDESS OF LOVE. WAR, LOVE AND ADULTERY IN

ARCHAIC EPIC

This paper tries to present the relationship between Ares, god of war, and

Aphrodite, goddess of love in a post war themed epic poem, namely the Odyssey.

The features of this narrative may lead us to a better understanding of the way

mythical figures correspond to social realities prevailing in the 8th and 7th century

BC. At the same time, studying these narratives within the frame of archaic epic can

help us to perceive the totally different effects caused by the same events when

these events occur in the world of immortals and in the world of mortals.
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Saleh S. ZALLAD

FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

, , , ,

,

.

�’

, .

:

�’ .

.

OMNIPOTENT GODS OF WAR IN MEDITERRANEAN MYTHOLOGY

The four intrinsic elements in all religions, Mythology, Miracles, Medicine and

Metaphysics, have together consistently played a vital role in shaping Human

Civilization until today.

In the Mediterranean Mythology, man managed first to create gods in their image

which is comprised of absolute good and evil. Over time and space, that postulates

was reversed into a lopsided dictum: God created man in His image.

As Mythology represents the spirit of the times we may conclude that war has been

the greatest denominator among various cultures and peace was a variable

introduced as an interval of non war in continuous preparation for yet another war.
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David BEN SHLOMO

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, ARIEL UNIVERSITY

Enlil,
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, �“Pax Assyrica�”
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WAR AND PEACE MYTHS IN THE ANCIENT LEVANT

The ancient Mesopotamian flood myth describes how humanity�’s racket disturbs

Enlil�’s peace and sleep and eventually he brings the flood and mortality to restrain

human kind. The Hebrew bible commences the story of humanity with a war myth �–

the murder of Abel by Cain, which becomes the sole father of the human race. A

similar flood myth is also presented with the flood ended by a �‘peace covenant�’

(symbolized by the rainbow) between god and humanity. In Near Eastern and

Canaanite mythology various gods and deities are engaged in wars as part of their

duties and interests, yet, there does not seem to be specific �‘war gods�’. While for

example the important Canaanite god of Ba�’al or Hadad (the storm god) is often

depicted as holding a spear and may be related to war in certain cases, he is not

mentioned as a war god. Several myths of Ba�’al and his sister �‘Anat describe the

involvement of these gods in war like actions against other gods and their enemies.

Yet, Ba�’al is basically seen as the god that subdues the waters the rain and thunder

towards the benefit of mankind and agriculture. The twin gods of El Shahar (dawn)

and Shalim (dusk, peace) may be related to peace. In the Hebrew bible god is

presented both as a �‘god of war�’ and a god of peace. Further in the Hebrew bible

one may distinguish between peace of god: �‘thou that makes peace in heaven�…�’,

which later becomes a more metaphysical notion, and the peace of men and

women, which, means well being (and as blessing) and the cessation of war. The

prophets of Ezekiel and Isaiah may aim to combine those facets in an eschatological

vision or myth of world peace. Meanwhile, in historical terms the �‘Pax Assyrica�’ is

described during the end of the Iron Age in the Levant. However, while relevant

archaeological evidence is being unveiled, some scholars see this �‘peace�’ as a myth

created by modern research. My talk will address these issues and attempt to

approach them from both mythical textual and historical archaeological aspects.
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INSTITUT FÜR ARCHÄOLOGIE UND KULTURANTHROPOLOGIE BONN, GERMANY
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Giorgos PAPANTONIOU

INSTITUT FÜR ARCHÄOLOGIE UND KULTURANTHROPOLOGIE BONN, GERMANY

KYPROGENES APHRODITE: BETWEEN POLITICAL POWER AND CULTURAL IDENTITY

The image of Aphrodite transcends the domain of religion and, diachronically,

becomes a veritable mark of Cypriot political and cultural identities. According to

Hesiod�’s famous mythic description of the birth of Aphrodite, the goddess was

�“Kyprogenes because she was born in billowy Cyprus�” (Theogony, l.200), her flesh

formed from the severed genitals of Ouranos and imbued with the power to evoke

desire, sweet delight and love. In contrast to the classic perception of Greek

Aphrodite �– who has primarily been regarded as a goddess of love, desire and beauty

�– her cult on Cyprus clearly dominates over all aspects of human life: social order,

fertility, sexuality, childbirth, death, rebirth, political, maritime and military power.

This bond between the island of Cyprus and the �‘Cypriot born�’ Aphrodite has

become iconic, extending to scholarly debates regarding her origins and her ancient

cult, as well as permeating the popular imagining and ideological representations of

modern Cyprus at multiple levels.

This paper will explore the complex relationship between Aphrodite and the island,

focusing on the interrelation between mythology, archaeological contexts and

iconography. First, the relevant textual evidence will be presented. Then, focusing on

iconography and archaeological contexts dating from prehistory to the Roman

periods, the paper will summarise the transformation processes that a local female

deity and cult went through, highlighting at the same time key issues of the goddess�’

attributes and qualities, and pointing out scholarly debates and disagreements. In

concluding, the attention is turned to receptions of Aphrodite on Cyprus and

beyond, from the Byzantine period to modern times, exploring how the goddess has

been co opted and commodified in the context of colonial and post colonial

discourses and identities.
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Alaaeldin M. SHAHEEN

CAIRO UNIVERSITY

AMEN RE c:

, .

,

/ .

Amen Rec.

.

/

.

Amen Rec

, �’ 2 1 .

AMEN RE c: DEITY OF WAR AND PEACE IN THE ARCHIVAL AND PICTORIAL EGYPTIAN

SOURCES

Ancient Egyptian Religion played a major part in Ancient Egyptian History and has its

great effect on its warlike and commercial relation with different foreign cultural

centers especially with Levant and Nubian sites. Egyptian textual sources manifested

different points of views of Egyptians exhibited their perceptions of early creation

of the world and that special relation between King / God.

Among those famous ancient Egyptian gods is Amen Rec. He was one of those

primeval gods of the Myth of Theban creation of the World. The archival and

pictorial sources reflected that role supporting and guiding King/ Pharaoh through

different international acts with Nubian and Levantine centers.

The relevant paper will shade light on that warlike and peaceful aspect of Amen Rec

in the second half of the Second millennia to the early First millennia B.C
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Ariadne GARTZIOU TATTI

UNIVERSITY OF IOANNINA

GODS, OATHS AND PEACE TREATIES IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

My paper focuses on the oaths made by or to gods in the context of peace

negotiations in the ancient world. The detailed examination of the oaths given by

gods and men as a means to ratify the treaties, and the study of the relevant

vocabulary, accompanying rituals and the deities particularly invoked to seal the

terms of the treaty will promote our understanding of divine participation in peace

making activities. Finally, a comparative reading of relevant evidence from the East

will broaden the exploration of the role of the divine in the oaths of peace made by

different peoples around the Mediterranean.
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Laura AMBROSINI

ISTITUTO DI STUDI SUL MEDITERRANEO ANTICO CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DELLE

RICERCHE �– ROMA

.

,

.

, Laran

, Mars

Alpan

Pax . , ,

,

. Laran, , , ,

, ,

. , .

L. A. Milani ,

,

, , .

THE GODS OF WAR AND PEACE IN ETRURIA

At present a comprehensive study on the gods of war and peace in Etruria was never

carried out. Any general framework of the Etruscan religion, and especially of his

pantheon, must have a provisional character in front of the almost total absence of

written sources on their mythology and their beliefs and especially on the evolution

of these in the course of history. According to the iconographic evidences we can

identify in Laran the Etruscan god of war, correspondent of the Greek god Ares and

the Italic Mars and to propose a possible identification of the Etruscan Alpan with

the Greek goddess Eirene and the Latin Pax. In both cases only the attributes present
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in the representations of deities help us in this identification. The war attributes of

Laran, helmet, shield, armor, spear and shin guards are in common with those in

generic depictions of warriors, therefore the identification with the divinity of war

can never be entirely certain. Equally difficult is the identification of the goddess of

peace: L. A. Milani proposed to identify it with a female figure depicted on some

Etruscan bronze box mirrors, sitting with a child in her arms holding a cornucopia,

but, as we shall see, this identification is far from certain.

MARS

Mars .

, ( )

.

,

Mars

. ,

Mars

. Mars, ,

, Iuppiter Ianus.

Michael LIPKA

UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS

MARS AND OTHER GODS IN ROMAN YTHS OF WAR AND PEACE

Mars is the Roman god of war par excellence. He is the central figure of many Roman

myths both as the founder of Rome (being the father of Romulus) and guarantor of

political order. While the city gradually turns from a local Italian city to the leading
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military power of the Mediterranean World, his myths become central for the

formation of a Roman identity as a martial community. My paper will offer a general

overview over the relevant myths of Mars and their pivotal role in Roman self

definition. Next to Mars, it will also deal with myths of other deities connected to

war and piece such as Iuppiter and Ianus.

Basem L. RA�’AD

AL QUDS UNIVERSITY, PALESTINE
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MYTHOLOGIES OF NATURE AND MYTHOLOGIES OF POWER: ALTERNATIVE

RECOGNITIONS

In defining the function of myth in ancient times, one must distinguish between

mythologies that emerge directly from nature, in attempts to understand or regulate

it, and more exploitative singular mythologies of power intended to serve city

state/nation/empire or other ideological goals. In later religious systems and power

constructs, certain notions recall earlier mythologies, though current investments in

religious systems make it less likely to identify self interested purposes. After a more

inclusive rendering of regional mythologies, their essentiality, and their

dissemination across the Mediterranean, my paper deconstructs the concept of

�“Western civilization,�” as more than just a benign conglomerate of knowledge but as

an instrument of power, a model for conquest, imperialism, colonization and war,

and points out convenient elisions in it. Since other than Greek and Roman

civilizations, the construct now still appropriates Judeo Christian traditions (with

accounts and gods) as legitimating elements, it is necessary to examine the reasons
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for the elisions and to explain how �“monotheistic�” beliefs are derivative extensions

of more ancient polytheism�—to which are added inventions of exclusivity, chosen

ness, and hateful words/biases against others, Cana�’anites, Babylonians, Philistines,

etc., from whom achievements are appropriated. Was polytheism more tolerant and

open than a monotheism that can harbor intolerance or violent extremism? Other

than bringing out appropriated contributions and recognition of the debt both

Western civilization and monotheistic religions owe to antecedent civilizations and

mythologies (examples from Gilgamesh, Ugarit, the Bible, Greek mythology, e.g.,

gods, Cadmus/Harmonia/Europa, etc.), the paper reflects on how today�’s situation in

Palestine and Israel illustrates the inheritance that plagues perceptions of ancient

history in the present. Could such recognitions essentialize the cause of peace? Is it

possible to benefit from new findings and scholarship toward advancing a more

genuine, constructive history free of mythologies of invasive justification, more

humbling and more receptive to recognizing the Others, by decolonizing minds and

overcoming monopolies, in pursuit of a modicum of truth, justice and peace?

Alberto BERNABÉ

COMPLUTENSE UNIVERSITY OF MADRID, DEPARTAMENTO DE FILOLOGÍA GRIEGA Y

LINGÜÍSTICA INDOEUROPEA

:

. ,

( , , ) ( )

, . . , 5.333, 592

( , ), , 901 903 ( ), 226 232 ( ),

( ), 91, 135 ( ),

, 13.7 ( ), , . 78
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WAR AND PEACE FROM PERSONIFICATIONS IN THE MYTH TO COSMIC POWERS IN

PHILOSOPHY

The paper deals with the process of conversion of mythic personifications of War

and Peace who appears in archaic literature into cosmic powers in the philosophical

doctrine of Heraclitus. Firstly, personifications of War (Polemos, Eris, Ares) and

Peace (Eirene) in archaic epic and lyric poetry are analyzed, f. i. Homer, Iliad 5. 333,

592 (Ares and Enyo), Hesiod, Theogony 901 903 (Eirene), 226 232 (Eris), Cypria

(arg,)(intervention of Eris in the origin of Trojan War), Sappho 91, 135 (Eirana),

Pindar, Olympian 13.7 (Eirene), Dithyramb fr. 78 (Polemos); the genealogies

presented and the personifications with which they are associated will be examined

and through this analysis the meanings attributed to concepts of war and peace in

archaic thought will be analyzed. In a second stage, an Olbia bone tablet that

associates war and peace in a sentence that seems to have a deep religious and

maybe philosophical meaning among Orphics (�“Orpheus�” fr. 464 Bernabé

/ / ( ) represents an intermediate stage in the

proposed evolution. Finally two fragments of Heraclitus (B 67 DK, in which
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and appear as contraries which are linked in the unity of the divine, and 22 B

53 DK, in which is a cosmic principle that governs world organization) are

analyzed as the end of the process.

Such analysis makes possible to see how archaic poets transmit a deep vision of the

function of war and peace in the cosmos through mythic and religious

personifications and how, on the other hand, these personifications can influence

the first philosophical expressions on this topic.
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