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ISISA Islands of the World XIV Conference 2016:
Niss(i)ology and Utopia: back to the roots of Island Studies
Mytilini, Lesvos Island, Greece, 24-29 May 2016

CALL FOR PAPERS
ISISA – 14th ‘Islands of the World’ Conference 2016:
Niss(i)ology and Utopia: back to the roots of Island Studies
23-27 May 2016
Mytilini, Lesvos Island, Greece
The “International Small Islands Studies Association”, ISISA announces the 14th International Conference “Niss(i)ology and Utopia: back to the roots of Island Studies” organized by the University of the Aegean on Lesvos Island, Greece on 23 - 27 May 2016 (isisa2016.aegean.gr).

We wish to attract different types of interests on topics concerning islands, but also to focus more specifically on some of the issues involved in living and producing on islands. We hope to do so by exchanging experiences and reflections, especially related to the real and symbolic geography of islands, developing conceptual frameworks that can be used to build common approaches for our ‘world of islands’, facing global climate and economic challenges on a local scale, and discussing ways forward for development without destroying fragile island societies, cultures and habitats. 

The conference will be structured around three major topics:
•
Integrated Management of islands: islands are by definition ideal laboratories for conceptualizing, planning and implementing integrated approaches. Here, environmental, economic and social aspects of management and policies will be explored. Indicative themes include:

· Environmental management of islands

· Biodiversity 

· Protected areas and islands

· Islands as socio-ecological systems: resilience and vulnerability

· Climate change and islands 
•
Island Identity - Niss(i)ology and Utopia: the experience of islands and on islands is interwoven with culture, production, nature, landscape and history. Here, identity issues, but also branding opportunities and strategies will be discussed in order to cope with island culture and specificities to generate national, regional or international competitiveness. At the same time, islands have always been associated with “utopias” and “dystopias”. Indicative themes include:

· Island branding

· Island identities: “tradition” and “globalization”

· Islands as utopias

· “Islomania” and “islophobia” 

· Reading, writing and islands: representations of islands in art and culture
•
Attractiveness and Accessibility of islands: focusing on overcoming or facing isolation, while discussing what makes islands more or less attractive as places for living or working on. Here, the discussion will focus on how to create an “alternative” attractiveness compared to that of “core areas”, based on the ‘quality of island life’. Indicative themes include:

· Living on islands: economy and quality of life

· Accessibility of islands 

· Archipelagoes and islands

· Tourism and Islands 
Abstracts:
Abstracts (in English) of up to 250 words are welcome with the indication of the topic and up to five keys words.
Send the abstract to: isisa2016@aegean.gr
Key dates: 
Abstract submission: 12 October 2015
Notification of acceptance: 31 October 2015
Early Registration: 30 January 2016
Paper submission: 30 March 2016

Publications:
The abstracts of the accepted papers will be available on-line on the conference website. Manuscripts can be: (a) up-loaded at “Archipelago”, the repository of the University of the Aegean, dedicated to the promotion of scientific literature on islandness and insularity (http://archipelago.aegean.gr/) (b) submitted for publication in a number of journals, subject to peer review, such as  “Island Studies Journal”, the official journal of ISISA (c) published in a book series titled “Rethinking the Island” curated by E. Stratford, G. Baldacchino, and E. McMahon for Rowman and Littlefield International.
Registration Fees:
Early registration 
For ISISA Members: 200 € 

For young researchers (under 30) or Ph.D. students 150 €

For the rest 250 €

Posters: 150 €
Late registration / upon arrival
For ISISA Members: 300 € 

For young researchers (under 30) or Ph.D. students 200 €
For the rest 350 € 
Posters: 200 €
The fees will cover:

· Conference materials, 

· Coffee & tea refreshments, 

· Lunch and official dinners,
· Excursions and other visits
On demand, there will be an opportunity for a post-conference excursion.
NEW: ISISA Student scholarship awards
The International Small Islands Studies Association (ISISA) and the organizers of the 14th Islands of the World Conference at the University of the Aegean, Greece, are pleased to announce a scholarship competition to assist students to meet part of the expenses of attending the Islands of the World XIV Conference in Mytilini, Lesvos Island, Greece, May 23-27, 2016.
A maximum of six awards of €500 each will be made to suitable candidates, who will be presented with their awards at the Conference.

More information: 
Information about the Conference will be provided by the site isisa2016.aegean.gr
or you can address your questions to the Local Organizing Committee (isisa2016@aegean.gr)
For the Local Organizing Committee
Ioannis Spilanis

Thanasis Kizos

Nikos Zouros

Maria Hantziantoniou
Sofia Karampela


