Association Youngsters in Europe

Dăbuleni, Dolj

Romania


Youth exchange

euROMedia, 22 - 30 August 2016, Dăbuleni, Romania

 Dear friends,

 Welcome to the International Youth Exchange “euROMedia” 

One of the project priorities is 

The euROMedia project is a youth exchange that involves 6 countries participating in Erasmus + (Romania, Croatia, Italy, Portugal, Greece and Spain) in which 30 young people, 5 from each country (4 plus a group leader) aged 18-30 years perform activities in Dabuleni.

The project aims to improve the image of Roma culture regarding the communities of the 6 participating organizations. We have chosen to address this issue because intolerance often occurs because of lack of knowledge rather than from hatred or contempt. And so the more we know about each other, the more chances we have to understand and appreciate our differences.

The overall objective is to contribute to the understanding and awareness of the importance of Roma culture as an indispensable condition in forming a true European cultural identity.
The working methodology relies on direct intervention through education and direct contact with Roma communities, activities contributing to increasing the levels of empowerment and self-esteem of participants, improving their language competences, more active participation in society, a better understanding of the European project and EU values.

Partners: Romania - Youngsters in Europe (4 participants+1 group leader), Croatia - Udruga "Impress" Daruvar (4 participants+1 group leader), Spain - Las Ninas Del Tul (4 participants+1 group leader), Italy - Ad Arte (4 participants+1 group leader), Portugal: Aveiro Viva - Associação para a Promoção e Desenvolvimento Social (4 participants+1 group leader), Greece: United Societies of Balkans (4 participants+1 group leader). 
Arrival date: 22nd of August 
Departure date: 30th of August 
Arrival point: Bechet, http://tatasifii.ro/
Participants will be hosted in a cozy and friendly private hotel. The hotel is fully equipped with rooms and good conditions.. The hotel is located in a very nice green area. There is free wi-fi access in the venue. NOTE: You will be provided with bed sheets and towels, but you have to bring your own toothpaste/shampoos/shower gels or etc. No hair dryers, though, if you need one, you have to bring it yourself. 

The town is connected with Craiova by bus and mini-buses, but we will not recommend you to escape alone to the capital. For those who haven’t travelled previously to Eastern Europe we recommend to read a little bit about Romania (do not read the news about politics!) and local reality and… well, get ready for an amazing cultural experience! 

How to get to the Hotel: Please note: Participants will have to arrive to Craiova before 16:30 on August 22 and to arrange departure after 10:30 on August 9th . Those ones who will arrive later than 16:30 on August 22 and will need to leave earlier than 10:30 on August 20 will need to get to/from the hotel on their own. 

If you could not find good travel connection to be on time, please consult the organizers. 

In the infopack you will find information how to get to the meeting point from which all of us will go together by bus to the hotel venue. Please note that for getting from the airport you will need to catch the public transport thus be sure you have a small amount of local currency (Lei, looks a bit like monopoly money!) before getting to the bus or mini-bus. We would recommend you to exchange a small amount of euro (5 or 10) in the airport. 

Your flight: From your location you can fly to Bucharest (the main Romanian city) or to Craiova. 

If you choose to fly to Bucharest, you have more options to arrive in Bechet: 

 - Train to Craiova  http://www.infofer.ro/  and then bus from Craiova to Bechet (Dăbuleni) http://www.autogari.ro/curse?pid=252&did=10877&zi=2016-08-22&pas=1-0-0-0-0 

- bus from Bucharest to Caracal/Corabia http://www.dlsbus.ro/ro/trasee_interjudetene Please note that if you choose this, you have to announce the organizers in advance in order to pick you up from the location.  

If you choose to fly to Craiova, you just have to take the bus http://www.autogari.ro/curse?pid=252&did=10877&zi=2016-08-22&pas=1-0-0-0-0 

 Food: As we expect a rather diverse group, we will make sure both vegetarians and those who prefer meat to something else have what they like however, just to make sure, PLEASE, if there is anyone among you with a SPECIAL DIET (no eggs, no wheat products, or anything not so common) LET US KNOW as soon as possible.
Visa: is not necessary for any participant. Participants will need to have only valid international passports or personal IDs. NB! Please check the validity of your passport before departure – it has to be valid at least for six months. If by any chance you need an invitation for this activity please ask for it in advance by sending a request with the scan of your passport to luciadulea.yie@gmail.com
 Weatherr is rather sunny. During daytime temperature should be around 26+ - 32 +, nights can be colder with temp. Around +19 - 24+. We recommend you to bring with you, clothes that you consider as the most comfortable for you (and the swimming suits just in case).

 Security Advice: Participants should know not to leave any personal belongings unattended in the streets, as pickpockets are known to operate in the area. You might notice a lot of street dogs and cats, but just pass them by.

Participants should be very carefully during the crossing streets, as many drivers are not careful and driving very fast (the participants from Italy will feel like home! ). There are no too specific do’s or do not’s in Romania, just please use the common sense and be careful as you would usually be on a holiday in a foreign country. When in doubt, please ask the organizers. 

Money: The Romanian Currency is called LEU/LEI Banknotes: ONE LEU; FIVE LEI; TEN LEI; FIFTY LEI; ONE HUDRED LEI; TWO HUNDRED LEI, FIVE HUNDRED LEI. Coins: 1 bani; 5 bani; 10 bani; 50 bani. (1 Leu = 100 bani). If you want to see the specimens of banknotes and coins access the web site: http://www.autogari.ro/curse?pid=252&did=10877&zi=2016-08-22&pas=1-0-0-0-0 

Approximate exchange rate is: 1 USD = 4,07 lei,  1 EUR = 4,53 lei. In  Romania lei is used to buy whatever you might need. In the shops US dollars and euros are not taken. However there are many places where you may exchange money. The ATMs are widely spread.  Some shops take cards. In public transport they take just cash. You can change Euros or other foreign currency into lei at the airport (a small amount just for travelling to the meeting point) or at the train/bus stations. Do not change too much, as there, at the airport; the exchange rate is usually not good. 

Rules: You are expected to participate fully in all activities, unless you are ill. Unauthorized absence from activities and workshops won’t be permitted. We would really appreciate energetic and active participation. Respect the others and be respected!  

Tobacco: it is not permitted to smoke inside of the buildings, but you can smoke in the hotel area. Please beware of that recent anti-tobacco law which does not allow you to smoke in the public areas if there is the non-smoking sign (but sometimes there is no sign while smoking is still not welcomed), on the bus stops, close to open areas for children or public institutions. Simply said better do not smoke on the street as long as you don’t see an ashtray nearby. 

Facebook group of the Youth exchange: Please add yourself to the Youth exchange group: euROMedia .This is a closed group and we will use it for getting to know each other before the activities and exchange of information/materials during and after. Please feel free to introduce yourself, share things, ask questions and get in touch with the team and other participants! 

Checklist – what you need to bring with you: - PROOF OF ALL THE TRAVEL EXPENSES you wish to reclaim: Travel reimbursement will be done through bank transfer (Euro) after receiving all the documents ( 1. Return ticket 2. Invoice/bill/ticket with the price on it. 3. Boarding passes) Reimbursement will be based on the maximum travel allowances approved for this project following the Distance band calculator. Reimbursement will be done based on the actual sum mentioned on the ticket: 

– in case price was less than the approved maxim actual cost will be reimbursed. – in case price was more than the approved maximum, ONLY maximum amount will be reimbursed.

 Maximum amounts are the following:  

Portugal and Spain: 270 euro/participant

Croatia and Italy: 170 euros/participant

Greece: 80 euro/participant

 NOTE: Romania is quite well connected with most of the EU countries however the ticket price can be quite high, thus we would recommend you to arrange your travel as soon as possible once you get the confirmation of participation in the exchange. If you can’t find a cheap flight to Bucharest or Craiova, you can check the options to the nearby airports (Sofia, Bulgaria) from which you can get to Bechet by bus, but please make sure to organize your travel to the meeting point on time. If you have any problems while planning your trip, please consult the organizers. 

 Other Expenses: All other expenses during the activity, such as board, lodging will be borne by the organizers. Board & Lodging will be paid only from the 22-30 August. However, all participants’ personal costs (like telephone calls, gifts and souvenirs, free exists, etc.) and/or any other cost not linked to program’s events will be responsibility of the participants and will be settled directly by them on spot;

 Insurance: participants are requested to arrange their own travel insurance.

 “Standard seminar equipment”: any DICTIONARIES you might require, MUSIC CDS, INSTRUMENTS that you may need, COMFORTABLE CLOTHES etc; 

 Please bring all necessary identity documents (social and medical insurance, I.D. etc.) in the case of need; 

– what you need to prepare in advance: 1. 5 energisers per group in order to maintain a united group; enthusiasm, energy and a lot fo smiles;
 2. You will have space to present your country (traditions, songs, dances, food) during the intercultural evening. Please remember to bring along a typical drink/snack/dance/song from your country, which we could share during the “International Evening”. 3. During the youth exchange we will be using hats, skirts.....
 Contacts: If need any other additional information please contact United Societies of Balkans (U.S.B.) mobility@usbngo.gr and +30 2310215629

